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A. Project Eligibility 
 

1) The Blair County Department of Social Services, on behalf of the County of Blair, is 
seeking proposals to create affordable housing opportunities within Blair County.  The 
Blair County Board of Commissioners shall grant Affordable Housing Trust Fund dollars 
to housing developers, contractors, or housing organizations (profit or nonprofit) for a 
project which will serve eligible individuals with a gross household income of below 80 
percent of the Area Median Income for Blair County, as adjusted annually by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development.   Eligible use of funds includes, but is 
not limited to: 

 

i. Construction of new rental and owner-occupied housing; 
ii. Acquisition and rehabilitation of housing units for re-sale or to rent; or, 

iii. Land acquisition for a proposed project to be completed within a two-year time 
frame1. 

  

B. Application Process (Written Request) 
 

1) Written proposals should be submitted to the Blair County Department of Social Services 
Office, 423 Allegheny Street, Suite 441B, Hollidaysburg, PA 16648 by Wednesday, 
September 30, 2026. 
 

 
1 Time extension requests will be considered by the Blair County Board of Commissioners on a case-by-
case basis. 

The amount of funds available will be $50,000.00.  Will award one (1) project at a maximum amount 
of $50,000. 

Blair County is pleased to announce the availability of funds for a housing project through the 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund (Act 137 of 1992).  The funds have been generated through the 
implementation of Ordinance 10-01 of 2001, as authorized by the Affordable Housing Fund Act of 
1992, Act 137.   



Written Request should include: 
i. Applicant Information 

Provide the Name, Address, Phone Number and Contact Name. Describe your experience and 
ability to create affordable housing opportunities. 

ii. Project Need 
Describe the population to be served and document how the project will meet the identified 
housing needs.  Provide the number of households to be served. 

iii. Project Narrative 
Detail the scope of the project.  Include a map of the physical location.  Identify any project 
partners, if applicable.    

Projects are required to be consistent with the Housing Opportunities Attributes.  See 
Attachment.  NOTE: All projects supported by Act 137 Funds shall comply with local codes. 

iv. Project Budget & Funding Leveraging 
Provide the amount requested and a detailed breakdown of the project costs.    List funding 
resources committed from other sources, pending grant requests and any gaps in financing.  
Specify as to how the Housing Trust Fund dollars will be used. 

v. Timeline & Work Plan 
Show ability to complete the project within a two-year timeframe2 from date of award notice. 

vi. Site Control 
For development projects, provide documentation of site control. 

vii. Affordability 
Describe the mechanism to sustain housing affordability and the period of affordability 
 

viii. Consistency 
Describe how the proposed project meets a pressing community housing need(s). 

ix. Certification Letter 
Submit a letter signed by the principal, executive officer or official representative of the 
company or non-profit, certifying that the information supplied in the application is true and 
complete. 

x. Optional Attachments 
Miscellaneous photographs, plans, Letters of Support, Job Descriptions & Resumes, Financial 
Statements, Liability Insurance, Proof of Nonprofit status. 

2) Applications will be reviewed by the Blair County Affordable Housing Trust Fund Advisory 
Board and a recommendation made to the Blair County Board of Commissioners.  
 
 
 
 

 
2 Time extension requests will be considered by the Blair County Board of Commissioners on a case-by-
case basis. 



C. Ineligible Costs 
 

1) Project requests serving households with a gross income at or above 80% of the County’s 
Area Median Income, as adjusted annually by the US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. (2026 - $51,600 single person household; $59,000 two person 
household; $66,350 three person household; $73,700 four person household) 

 

D. Award 
 

1) Blair County Board of Commissioners will make a final decision regarding the amount to 
be awarded after recommendation from the Blair County Affordable Housing Trust Fund 
Advisory Board. 
 

2) Review criteria will include: The Maximum score is 100. 
i. Relevant experience and qualifications – Applicant has successfully completed similar 

type of projects. Capacity to undertake new projects, ability to secure financing, plan 
of work. (15 Points) 

ii. Completeness of the Written Request (Application) and supporting documentation – 
(30 Points) 

iii. Project outcomes – Number of units developed, special populations, public purpose, 
project close to public transportation, grocery store and other amenities (15 Points) 

iv. Funding leverage amount – Project leverages other funding sources (15 Points) 
v. Partners – working with stakeholders, local government, creation of partnerships (10 

Points) 
vi. Capacity to complete the project – Experience developing affordable housing, 

experience working with other funding sources, project readiness (15 Points) 
 

3) Recipient will have up to two years to expend funds from date of award notice. 
 

4) If awarded Act 137 Funds, the successful applicant will be required to enter into a Grant 
Agreement with Blair County before commencing a project. 

 

E. Timeline & Assistance 
 

1) The Sustainable Housing Program will be open from Thursday, August 3, 2026 until 
Wednesday, September 30, at 4:00 p.m.   
 

2) Applications must be received by 4 PM on Wednesday, September 30, 2026. 
 

3) Please send or delivery the application to: 
Blair County Dept. of Social Services 

            Attn: AHTF Sustainable Housing Program  
            423 Allegheny Street, Suite 441B 
            Hollidaysburg, PA 16648. 
 



4) Blair County Board of Commissioners will consider project recommendation and award 
amount for eligible project at a regular weekly meeting held on a date yet to be scheduled 
in November/December 2026 in the Commissioner’s meeting room, basement, 423 
Allegheny Street, Hollidaysburg, PA 16648. 
 

5) Technical Assistance on the Written Request can be directed to Melissa Gillin, Quality 
Assurance and Housing Coordinator at mgillin@blaircountypa.gov or Tricia 
Johnson, Director at tjohnson@blaircountypa.gov 814-693-3023.  

mailto:mgillin@blaircountypa.gov


APPENDIX 1 - ATTRIBUTES FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT  

New construction or adaptive reuse opportunities 

 

 

Housing is affordable when a household pays no more than 30% of its gross income on housing 
costs.    Currently, there is a supply of affordable housing throughout the county; however, the 
inventory is insufficient to meet the growing need. In planning for new affordable units, several 
factors should be considered with the most important being location, transportation costs, 
proximity to employment and services, availability of infrastructure, and quality of life.    

 

PRIORITY #1 

 

Consistent with County comprehensive planning, development of affordable housing should be 
sited within designated growth management areas, served by public water and sewer.   Where 
appropriate, development should also be encouraged in areas adjacent to existing towns and 
villages by either extending public sewer and water or tapping into existing service to serve the 
new housing units. 

  

PRIORITY #2 

 

Transportation is also an important factor in siting affordable housing.   New housing units 
should, where possible, be located near public transportation routes, places of employment, and 
services.   Incorporating a transportation component into the planning of affordable housing will 
not only reduce the number of vehicle trips generated by the new development, but more 
importantly lessen a household’s transportation burden.   

 

PRIORITY #3 

 

Walkable communities encourage social interaction, promote physical activity, and reduce 
vehicle trips, when services and amenities are provided.    Priority locations for affordable housing 
should be walkable, which opens up opportunities for pedestrians to access not only community 
and commercial services but also schools and places of employment.     



PRIORITY #4 

 

Recreation is a valuable asset to communities throughout the County with active and passive 
recreation facilities being taken full advantage of by residents of all ages.  The proximity of 
affordable housing to local and regional parks, greenways, athletic fields, or other recreational 
opportunities should be a factor in the planning process.    

 

 

Implementing Priorities #1 through #4 fosters healthy, inclusionary communities; however, 
planning efforts should also focus on encouraging and sustaining local services such as grocery 
stores, pharmacies, libraries, post offices, and restaurants, integrated in such a way to support 
residential development.         

 

 


